
Chinese Language Instruction Center

Fo Guang University

[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.jpg]550>+
| B8 @ W

TR XS —
sEeiEn) B
FE
. e
x (B~
=
BEBB—&

‘ hE =)



[image: image5.jpg]. Mi E‘ihfﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬁﬂﬁiﬁf‘ Eiﬁiiﬁﬁaﬂ

FEE IE‘JK?:MWZ?BE





Copyright © 2008 by the Chinese Language Instruction Center of
Fo Guang University
All Rights Reserved.  No part of this publication may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means,
electronic or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission in writing from
the Chinese Language Instruction Center of
Fo Guang University.
© 2008年 佛光大學語言教育中心

版權所有。本出版品任何部分，如未獲本中心同意，
不得以任何方式抄襲、節錄及影印。

Current edition published by
Chinese Language Instruction Center of
Fo Guang University
No. 257 Zhong-shan Rd. Sec. 3,
Yilan City, 260, Taiwan,
The Republic of China

Phone: (886 3) 931 3343 Ext. 1562

Facsimile: (886 3) 931 5903
Website: http://www.fgu.edu.tw/~chinlang/clic.htm
Email: clic@mail.fgu.edu.tw
PRINTED IN TAIWAN

Some Facts About Taiwan, Yilan and CLIC

The Natural Setting of Taiwan

Taiwan is located on the western side of the Pacific Ocean, just 160 km off the south east coast of Mainland China. The shape of the island is similar to that of a banana leaf. From the northern to southern tip it is 394 km long. Its widest area is approximately 144 km. The entire area of the island is 36,000 square km. Other than the main island, Taiwan has 21 islands, including Penghu Islands (澎湖群島
), Lan Yu (蘭嶼
), and Green Island (綠島
). To the east of Yilan (宜蘭
) is the Pacific Ocean, to the west is the Xue Mountain Range (雪山山脈
). The scenery is both breathtaking and revitalizing. Further, the government does not permit the development of industries that are pollutant or damaging to the environment, so the air is clean and fresh. Due to these two attributes, those who live in Yilan live in health and comfort.
In terms of the climate, Taiwan belongs to the Asian Tropic Region. As a whole, the island is comparatively hot and humid. The two seasons, spring and fall, are not as pronounced. Summer starts in April and ends in October, while winter starts in December and ends the next year in February. In the summer, the temperatures can reach 25-35C. Every year, typhoons can occur in the summer season. When a typhoon does come, it can last for one to two days. Typically, typhoons are not that serious. However, if a stronger typhoon does arrive, everyone is asked to stay in their homes. It is also possible to have a temporary loss of power and water. The temperature in the winter averages 14 to 20C. The lowest temperature, occurring three or four times a season and lasting about two days at a time, is 8C. It rains often in the winter time so people usually carry rain gear with them. The rain gear available in Yilan is reasonably price and is of very good quality. For only 100-200 TWD dollars, you can buy an excellent quality umbrella.

The People, Cities, and Culture of Taiwan        
The population of Taiwan is very concentrated in certain areas. All together, the population is close to 23 million (23,000,000). Taipei, the capital of Taiwan, is located on the northern end of the island. With a population of 2.7 million (2,700,000), it is the center for both the economy and culture. Yilan County is in the north-eastern region of Taiwan, about a one and a half hour car ride from Taipei. The entire county includes 12 cities and towns and has a population of 470 thousand (470,000). Before, Yilan’s major industries were agriculture and fishing. Within the past 10 years, tourism and cultural events have taken the lead. Besides the beautiful scenery, Yilan has many cultural, art, and traditional festivals and activities. It is gradually becoming the most fitting place to see Chinese, Fujian culture.

Fo Guang University has two campuses. The main campus is in Jiaoxi (礁溪
), Yilan County on Linmei Mountain (林美山
, 430 meters above sea level) The university’s dormitory and major buildings are in this location. The campus’s environment is incredibly clean, fresh, and beautiful. The flora and fauna are abundant. In the day time you can see the Pacific Ocean and at night you can see the lights of Jiaoxi. Jiaoxi is very famous for its hot springs. On holidays, many people travel to Jiaoxi to relax in the naturally warm water. The prices are quite reasonable. If you are interested, it costs only 100 to 200 TWD dollars each visit. You can bring your swimming suit and swimming cap, or you can purchase them at most places in Jiaoxi.
The downtown campus is in Yilan. This is where all language students attend class. The downtown campus is a fourteen-story building, in bright, clean, centrally air-conditioned quarters. There are classrooms, offices, a library, a computer room with forty outfitted computers, lecture rooms and a common room (The common room has a TV, Chinese and English newspapers, tables for students use, and exercise equipments.) The school provides bus rides from the main campus to the city center. The ride takes about a half an hour and cost 20 TWD dollars. Yilan City is the capital of Yilan County and is the center for cultural education. The population is about 100 thousand (100,000). It is very convenient to get around the city center. A department store, supermarkets, Eslite Bookstore (誠品書店
, Taiwan’s biggest and most popular bookstore) Culture Center, Opera House, train station, banks, and all types of restaurants are all within a 15 minute walking radius of the language center. 
Like many places in Taiwan, the most useful languages in Yilan are Mandarin Chinese and Taiwanese. Simple English and Japanese can also be used for communication. As far as learning Mandarin is concerned, this is a great environment. Although most people in Yilan can not use English to communicate, people are still good intentioned and welcoming to foreigners. This doesn’t need any further explanation, if you come to Yilan, you will find this easy to see.

Living in Yilan
Food


Taiwan is home to many different types of restaurants and shops that are both excellent and convenient. From early in the morning to late at night you can find places to eat. Regardless of what time of the day, breakfast, lunch, of dinner, you can find many types of food in Yilan. This includes Chinese, Western, and Japanese food. Other than the standard Chinese food restaurants, you are sure to find a McDonalds, night market stands, KFC and 24 hour convenient stores such as 7-11 and Family Mart. At these two convenient stores, not only can you find food and drinks, but also items for everyday needs, books, magazines, newspapers, and local, international and cellular phone cards. Although prices of meals can vary depending on where and what you eat, in general, prices are considerably cheaper than those in near-by Taipei. On average, fast food like lunch boxes, McDonalds or KFC can cost 50-100 TWD.
Housing


Full time language center students can apply to live in the university’s dormitory. There are both two person and four person rooms available. All rooms have a bathroom and washing area. The cost for two person rooms is 6,600 TWD per term and four person rooms cost $5,500 per term. This cost includes the water and electricity fees.

If you are not wanting to live in the dorms or are hoping to live in closer contact with the people of Yilan, you have the option of renting a house or apartment in Yilan city. Price can vary based on factors such as location, if the place is old or new, size, and what facilities are available. You might even at times need to take into account the disposition of the landlord (all people are different). On average, a ten square meter (3坪
) apartment can cost 1000-2000 TWD a month. Typically, when renting a house or apartment in Taiwan, furniture is not included (however, some might have basic furnishing), so you might want to consider the cost of buying furniture when making your decision. Often when signing a contract, a deposit of two months rent worth is required. This is returned in full at the end of the contract period, if no repairs are needed or no other deductions need to be made. Most contracts are for one year. Except for very special circumstances, most landlords are not willing to make contracts for less than a year.

Most homes in Taiwan use 110V, and air-conditioning outlets use 110V and 220V. All sorts of converters and sockets are inexpensive and easy to find.
Regardless of if you live in the school’s dorms or rent a house or apartment, CLIC is willing to provide the necessary assistance you might need. We hope that you inform us of any needs you might have at least two weeks before your arrival in Taiwan. Naturally, the earlier we are informed, the more of an opportunity we have to help.
Getting Around


From Yilan to neighboring counties, such as Taipei and Hualian (花蓮
), transportation is very convenient. A trip by train or car can take approximately one to two hours. Train tickets average about 250 TWD one way.
On the other hand, public transportation within Yilan County is not very convenient. There are two companies that provide bus service. Bus times are not very frequent. Bus times average around one bus every half an hour to one hour. Commonly people have their own car or motorcycle. Within the city, speeds are considerably slower (speeds vary around 40 to 50 km/ h), but traffic is still a bit disorganized. Walking is very safe. Even so, when crossing the street, other than watching the traffic lights, you must also pay attention to the road conditions. (Taiwan drives on the right side of the road.)

Yilan is a fairly small city. Students at CLIC agree that most necessities can be found within a 15 minute walking distance. Therefore not having a car or motorcycle is not a big problem. If you are in need of transportation by car, Yilan’s taxis are convenient and inexpensive. (taxi meters start at 70 TWD for 1.6 km and add 5 TWD every 300 meters) People in cities like Yilan do not commonly take taxis. As a result, taxis are comparatively more expensive. If using the meter, most drivers will add 20-50 TWD to the fee. Other times, drivers will not use the meter and instead use a set price for certain trips. For example, the trip from the Jiaoxi train station to the Fo Guang main campus, a 15 minute trip, can cost 250 TWD.
We DO NOT recommend you buy a motorcycle, besides the fact the traffic is disorganized, the government requires foreign nationals to follow certain steps before purchasing one. This includes applying and receiving an “Alien Resident Certificate” (ARC), testing for a motorcycle license, etc. Also, when you are wanting to leave Taiwan, selling the motorcycle and transferring registration is not an easy task.

Using a bicycle for transportation is an option to consider. Bicycles are simple to buy and you have many types to choose from. Prices, depending on quality, can span from 2,000 TWD all the way to 20,000 TWD.
Health Care


Taiwan’s health care standards are fairly high. Yilan County has several mid-sized hospitals distributed in Yilan city, Luodong (羅東
), and Jiaoxi. The hospitals facilities are modern and the doctors are well-trained. On our main campus, Fo Guang has a health clinic which can provide the initial medical response to most medical needs. Also, the school has signed a contract with Renai Hospital (仁愛醫院
) in Yilan city where both teachers and students can receive the appropriate care they need. According to ROC (Taiwan) government regulations, all foreign language students are required to purchase medical and accidental insurance (CLIC can assist you in applying). The insurance cost approximately 2,500 TWD. If you have your own domestic insurance, or have insurance from overseas that can be used in Taiwan, please bring the appropriate documents and/ or insurance card to Taiwan.
Entertainment


Yilan has several restaurants and bars that on the weekends are frequented by foreign nationals. There are quite a few foreigners in Yilan County, the majority coming from western English-speaking countries. Such as  England, America, Canada, Australia, and South Africa. A large number are teaching English as an occupation. Yilan has a branch of the largest bookstore in Taiwan. Students and intellectuals alike are welcome to buy, or sit, read and enjoy a book of their choice. There are also a range of coffee houses, movie theaters and a department store. If you are a traveler, both Yilan and neighboring counties have many scenic places to visit. And the transportation is quite convenient.
Communications


At present, Taiwan has five separate telephone companies. Having both a telephone and a cellular is quite common. Applying for a number is quite easy. In Taiwan, cellular phones use the GSM 1800 system. If you have a cellular, and your country also uses this system, we suggest you bring your phone to Taiwan, and apply for a phone number here. CLIC can help you with the application process.
Republic of China Visas


Upon receiving your passport, apply for your Republic of China/Taiwan visa. You may request a visa application form from a Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office (TECRO) nearest you. Include a copy of your letter of acceptance to the Chinese Language Instruction Center of Fo Guang University with your visa request. A separate visa is required for an accompanying spouse and/or other dependants. Their visa may require an Affidavit of Support. Check this with the TECRO handling your visa application.
On the visa application form, note the following: 1) “Chinese name’’ is optional. 2) “Address in Taiwan” can be the CLIC address. 3) “ Relative/ Reference in Taiwan, R.O.C.” can be “ Director, Chinese Language Instruction Center of Fo Guang University.”
You should apply for a visitor’s visa. At the Program orientation held soon after your arrival, you will receive information about extending your visitor’s visa.

Registration


We have a flexible registration program. Students who have checked in with CLIC can register for classes anytime CLIC is open (8:00 am - 5:00 pm, Mon-Fri) before Jun 30th. The following is required when registering: 1) Students fees must be paid in full, 2) A form must be filled out with the necessary students information, 3) Four photographs (Both color or black & white will be accepted). You will be informed of the test time at the time of registration. You can find inexpensive places in Yilan to take passport-sized photographs (They cost on average 12 copies for 300 TWD and three days for developing). However, we advise you bring photographs to Taiwan in order avoid difficulties when registering.
Arriving in Taiwan


It is advisable to arrive in Taipei a few days before the “last arrival date”, list on the calendar, so that you will have a reasonable amount of time to recuperate from jet leg, find a place to live, adjust to the food etc. When you arrive in Yilan, check in at the CLIC office as soon as it’s convenient to do so.

You will arrive in Taiwan at the Chiang Kai-shek (CKS) International Airport, 45 kilometers out of Taipei. The first thing to do after clearing customs is to change some money at the change booth in the airport foyer. There is also an ATM at the airport where you can get Taiwan currency (in 1000 TWD bills) with your credit/ debit card. However, for those students on flights arriving at non-business hours, the change booth in the airport foyer and the ATM may be closed. Therefore, it is advisable to exchange a small amount of money in your country before departure.

How to Get to CLIC


From CKS, you have two options for making your way down to Yilan. Both include taking a bus into Taipei City. Option one, which is probably easier, is to take a bus to the Taipei Train Station. From there take a train to Yilan City. Option two is to take a bus to Taipei City and get off at ZhongXiao FuXing MRT stop. From there, take the Kamalan Bus or the CapitalBus Motor Transport Company Ltd. bus to Yilan City. 
Below are timetables for buses and trains that lead to Yilan. 

From CKS to Taipei City 

	Company name
	Departure station/ Destination
	Frequency of Departures
	Business hours
	Travel time
	Ticket price (NT Dollars)

	Kuo-Kuang Motor Transport Company Ltd. (國光客運
)

www.kingbus.com.tw
	CKS/ Taipei Train Station
	15 - 20 Minutes
	05:40 - 24:50
	60 - 70 Minutes
	110.00

	Footnotes
	You will need to disembark at the East Kuo-Kuang Terminal Station.

	Air Bus
www.airbus.com.tw
	CKS/ Taipei City MRT Zhongxiao - Fuxing Station (捷運忠孝復興站
). (East Line)
	30 Minutes
	05:50 - 00:50
	60-70 Minutes
	140.00

	Footnotes
	At this destination point, you have the option of transferring to a Dragon Bus bound for Yilan.

	Air Bus
www.airbus.com.tw
	CKS/ Taipei Train Station (West Line)
	15 - 20 Minutes
	06:00 - 23:00
	70 - 90 Minutes
	100.00

	Footnotes
	This destination point is at the intersection of Chongqing North Road (重慶北路
) and Zhongxiao West Road (忠孝西路
).

	Evervoyage Transport Corporation (長航通運
)

www.evtc.com.tw
	CKS/ Taipei MRT Zhongxiao – Fuxing Station
	15 - 20 Minutes
	06:00 - 00:30
	60 Minutes
	135.00

	Footnotes
	At this destination point, you have the option of transferring to a Dragon Bus bound for Yilan.


From Taipei City to Yilan City (by Railway)

The fastest way from Taipei City to Yilan City is by train. There are one to two trains every hour from 7:00 am to 11:00 pm. Taiwan has only one train company. There are different types of trains, so the times and price of tickets may vary.
	Taiwan Railway (台灣鐵路局
)
www.railway.gov.tw

	Type of Train
	Departure Time
	Arrival Time
	Ticket Price
(NT Dollars)
	Footnotes

	自強號
1051
	06:42
	08:18
	223.00
	

	自強號 1053
	07:08
	08:37
	223.00
	

	自強號 2031
	07:33
	09:11
	223.00
	

	莒光號
51
	07:46
	09:45
	172.00
	

	自強號1000
	08:28
	09:54
	223.00
	

	自強號1061
	09:00
	10:28
	223.00
	

	莒光號 40
	09:11
	11:15
	172.00
	

	自強號2035
	09:50
	11:00
	223.00
	

	莒光號42
	10:05
	11:54
	172.00
	

	自強號1085
	12:00
	13:38
	223.00
	

	自強號2039
	12:18
	14:01
	223.00
	

	自強號1055
	13:15
	14:50
	223.00
	

	莒光號57
	13:35
	15:33
	172.00
	

	自強號1063
	14:30
	16:05
	223.00
	

	自強號1016
	15:42
	17:23
	223.00
	

	莒光號49
	15:54
	17:52
	172.00
	

	莒光號59
	15:54
	17:52
	172.00
	

	自強號1075
	16:50
	19:03
	223.00
	

	自強號1057
	17:10
	18:44
	223.00
	

	自強號1024
	18:00
	19:42
	223.00
	

	自強號1065
	18:35
	20:08
	223.00
	

	自強號1030
	19:38
	21:14
	223.00
	

	莒光號24
	20:56
	22:44
	172.00
	

	自強號1034
	21:08
	22:48
	223.00
	

	自強號1067
	21:30
	22:58
	223.00
	

	自強號1073
	22:05
	23:28
	223.00
	

	莒光號63
	22:55
	01:05
	172.00
	

	莒光號65
	23:58
	02:02
	172.00
	


From Taipei City to Yilan City (by Bus)

You also have the option of taking the bus from Taipei City to Yilan. There are three companies to choose from, Kuo-Kuang Motor Transport, Air Bus, and Dragon Bus.
	Company Name
	Departure Station/ Destination
	Frequency of Departures
	Business Hours
	Travel Time
	Ticket Price (NT Dollars)

	Kamalan Bus
(葛瑪蘭客運
)

http://www.kamalan.com.tw
	Taipei Train Station/ 
Yilan City
	10 Minutes to 
60 Minutes
	00:00 - 24:00
	1.5 Hours
	132.00

	Footnotes
	Departure station is at the East Kamalan Terminal Station (Near the Taipei Train station)

	
      Kamalan Bus Station
                                                                              Taipei Train Station



	Capital Star Bus
(首都客運
)

http://220.128.122.55/index.html
	Taipei MRT Taipei City Hall Station/
 Yilan City
	10 Minutes
	05:30 - 23:30
	1.5 Hours
	110.00

	

	Footnotes
	The departure station is at the Exit#3 Taipei City Hall (捷運市政府站
).


From Yilan Train Station to CLIC

Here are two options for getting to CLIC:
1.
Take a taxi from the Yilan Train station. Tell the driver you would like to go to Leiyin Temple (雷音寺
) or Center of Buddhist Worship (唸佛會
). The cost is about 120 TWD and the trip is about 5 minutes.
2.
If you arrive during the schools open hours (Mon-Fri 08:00 - 17:00), we can arrange for someone to pick you up.

A Few Other Important Things
1.
After you book your flight, please notify us by email, fax, or phone with your flight information. Email: clic@mail.fgu.edu.tw
Facsimile: 886-3-931-5903
Phone: 886-3-931-3343 Ext. 1562, Peggy Shen
2.
When you arrive in Taiwan, please notify us immediately with the information about which method of transport are you coming by, and what time you will arrive.
3.
If you do plan on staying in Taipei for a while, please notify us of where and how long you will be staying.
4.
We recommend you arrive in Yilan during our school days (Mon-Fri). This will make it easier for our staff to assist you.
(
�





語言教育中心








� 澎湖群島	P>engh>u Q>und[ao


� 蘭嶼	L>any[u


� 綠島	L]`d[ao


� 宜蘭	Y>il>an


� 雪山山脈	Xu[esh<an Sh<anm]ai


� 礁溪	Ji<aox<i


� 林美山	L>inm[eish<an


� 誠品書店	Ch>engp[in Sh<udi]an


� 坪	p>ing	1m2=0.3025坪


� 花蓮	Hu<ali>an


� 羅東	Lu>od<ong


� 仁愛醫院	R>en’]ai Y<iyu]an


� 國光客運	Gu>ogu<ang K]ey]un


� 捷運忠孝復興站	ji>ey]un Zh<ongxi]ao-F]ux<ing Zh]an


� 重慶北路	Ch>ongq]ing B[eil]u


� 忠孝西路	Zh<ongxi]ao X<il]u


� 長航通運	Ch>angh>ang T<ongy]un


� 台灣鐵路局	T>aiw<an Ti[el]uj>u


� 自強號	Z]iqi>ang H]ao


� 莒光號	J[ugu<ang H]ao


� 葛瑪蘭客運	G[em[al>an K]ey]un


� 首都客運	Sh[oud<u K]ey]un


� 捷運市政府站	J>iey]un Sh]izh]engf[u Zh]an


� 雷音寺	L>eiy<ins]i


� 唸佛會	Ni]anf>ohu]i





